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Profile of the writer

The eldest daughter of U Sein Mg and Daw Khin Yi. Born in
Wakema; a town in the delta region of Ayeyawady Region, Myanmar on 12th

March, 1942.

Matriculated from St. Francis Convent High School and graduated

as a Bachelor of Arts from Yaungon University in 1964.

Started writing poems, short stories and plays when she was in
the 8th standad. One of the poems was translated into English and Japanese
and five short stories were translated into Japanese and Russian published

and distributed in the repective countries.

Presented three papers about “The Oboe” , “The Admirable
Myanmar Poems” and “The Patriotic Songs of Myanmar up to 1981” which

were based on Myanmar Culture and Literature/

She has won the National Literary Award three times for her two

selected short stories and one selected plays.
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ONE AGAINST THE WORLD

“How Utterly preposterous! Here read it” , mutterin thus Daw Hla
threw a foldrd letter into her daughter’s lap. Noticing the terse tone Daw Khin
Khin glanced ad her mother’s face to access her mood . Then she
Immediately unfolded the letter.Teacher Daw Aye Aye Nyein hearing the

commotion came near her elder sister and both started reading the contents.

“Good Heavens! It is a love letter indeed,” uttered Teacher Aye in

Surprise.

“My .... My, she had reached such a stage already ,” remarked

Daw Khin Khin. “Tell me mother, who is the fellow”

“Who else can he be ..., it’s Ngwe Oh, the water seller. I’ve been
watching his movements since | noticed his furtive interest in the girl . By the
look of the tone of the letter it seems that Ma Shwe Thein has not accepted

him yet. It is merely a one-sided affair so far”

“Ha ... what is she to consent to his proposal ? She has just
attained woman hood barely four of five months at that. Just you wait, Mi

Thein , Just you wait.I’ll give her a good pinching for a reminder.”

Teacher Aye growled with clencher teeth. She saw Thein Thein as
a mere girl just reaching her early teen adolescence. Sixteen in fact. She
herself was already in the mid - thirties , but still remained single, strictly
maintaining her discipline and dignity becoming of a member of the teaching
profession. Therefore she could no contain her fury on finding such a love

letter in Thein Thein’s possession .



“That’s why | have been reminding you mother , not to hire young

water sellers, but to take on married adults,” quipped Khin Khin.

“Dare you say that Ma Khin Khin . Such Things can happen
whoever you hai. Don’t you remember that | had to send you to a girl’s school
because I’'m afraid that you might get easily, socialized with boys of the co-ed
schools. Even then you elped with your lover before you passed the tenth

standard high school examination . Isn’t it a fact?”
“Oh ! Mother ...... ”

Khin Khin could procced no further as she herself had become a
target at point-blank range. She was now nearing forty, and a mother with
two kids, but she had to bear the burnt of her mother’s frequent rebuke for
the one youthful indiscretion. Being ag fault she never could go againt her

mother’s tantrums.

The contents of the letter was just the ordinary outpouring of love
by a young man: expressing how much he loved her, howhe wanted to be
always near her, and requested her to requite his love. The handwriting was
barely, the spelling style and composition was erratic. Demonstration of a

barely educated youth.

“Ha ... I wonder whether he has studied even up to the primary

level. He have dared to make such advances because she is responsive.”

The teacher instinct in Daw Aye Aye Nyein came into full play as
she assessed the young man’s educational level. The she dashed into the

kitchen and dragged out Thein Thein by the hands to the living room. Thein



Thein’s face was ashen with fear.
“Ok ... speak out. Don’t you dear lie to us. Understand?”
The teacher blurted tremulously.

Thein Thein the young housemaid looked timidly at Daw Hla and
then Daw khin. But she dared not even cast a glance at the teacher whom she

feared.
Daw Hla started the investigation.
“Come, speak up. When did you get the letter?”
“Yes .... Yesterday May May Gyi”
She stuttered and looked up appealingly to Daw Khin Khin.
“Morning or yesterday, speak clearly.”
Daw Aye Aye Nyein interjected brusquely.
“It’s yesterday, not morning Ma Ma.”
Replied the maid meekly.

“Ha Ha ...Why didn’t you tell me as you had it already since

yesterday?”

Teacher repped the maid’s head as she queried. Tears welled up

in the maid’s eyes and trickled down her cheeks.
“Oh! ... Then are you in love with him eh?”

The maid wilted under the barrage of questioning. She was at a



loss for words.
“Come on, answer the question, are you in love with Ngwe On?”

“No , no, Ma Ma Aye Nyein. He ... he pleaded me not to tell you.

He fears losing his customer if you stop buying water from him.”

“My my , what a nice excuse. Do you have to obey so much. Are

you already his paramour?”

Teacher Nyein pinched the maid’s thigh as she finished her
remarks. Having the experience of disciplining her students for many years in
the class rooms, she seemed to be adept at a wide range of punishing tactics.
Therefore when it came to whacking elder sister’ tow boys or the maid the

onus naturally devolved on Daw Aye Aye Nyein.

Watching the scence, Daw Khin Khin remembered her younger
days when she was in love with ko Hla Maung. She herself had gone through
the agony of scolding and pinching by her mother and aunts which was
indeed very painful. She surmised that such chastisement had driven her in
desperation into eloping with ko Hla Maung in such haste. She secretly

sympathized the maid’s present predicament and therefore interposed.

“Well. That’s enough Aye Nyein . She had already admitted that
there is no love affair yet with the water - seller. It’s morning and there’s so
much work to do. Ok Thein Thein go back to the kitchen. And you my dear

teacher, start preparing for your school.”

The maid meekly made a hasty retreat to the kitchen. Teacher

Daw Aye Aye Nyein was still muttering unabated.



“My dear sister, such a situation need to be tackled slowly with
tactful coaxing. Being a teacher you should know better the temeperament of

teenagers and their flitting fantasies. Am | not right?”
Daw Khin Khin pacified her teacher sister.

“That’s no true. She is playing with fire, which once burnt is not
easily to subdue. | used to give a good whacking to my pupils if they are
caught redhanded with such trash. What an upstart.” So saying teacher Daw

Aye Aye Nyein tore the Letter to pieces with vehemence.

There’s reason for such outbursts of temper. In fact the young
maid was a wee five - year old child when she first arrived. Hre mother, a
widow with six children living in the periphery Yangon could ill afford to feed
them, and had to part with three children for adoption to considerate families
in Yongon. Hearing thus Daw Hla (the mother)agreed to adopt the young

maid.

As Luck would have it , the young child struck the hrarts of the
adopting family members the moment she arrived. Daw Hla liked her because
she was active and alert. Daw Khin Khin , the mother of two was glad fo find
a play-mate for her younger son. Teacher Daw Aye Aye Nyein, the vonfirmed
spinster however loved her more as own kith and kin than and adopted maid.
She took pains to teach her to read and write at nights. When she became
fairly literate she adamantly fought with the mother to school. Only when the
mother was bedridden with arthritis two years ago, Teacher Aye had to take
her out of school to help look after the invalid lady. She had studied up to the

sixth standard in the Basic Middle school level. But she bear to do it if she



were her own blood sister, she questioned with her own conscience.
Sometimes when she saw the maid gazing forlornly at the students pass ing

by, she was hurt to the core.

Now, that young girl whom she had so lovingly nurtured was now

testing her wings to fly away with a newfound love. What a fate !

“Now no , it must not happen. | must remind mother and elder

sister to keep a close watch on her,” she muttered sotto voce.

From that day onwards Thein Thein was subjected to a barrage of

verbal on - slaught.

“You see Thein Thein, don’t we brought you up all these years as
our own daughter? We have adorned you with gold earrings, gold chain and
gold ring because we care so much for your well being. In face the earrings
cost 100 thousand kyats, the chain 300 thousand and the ring 80 thousand in
all. You will well realize that the value is quite considerable. Will we do all this
if we do not really love you? Think over very carefully All you need to do is to
upkeep your modesty. When the time comes and and acceptable man is
found we will arrange a proper marriage fo you. Now this water-seller Ngwe
Oh is as poor as a church-mouse, His father has taken a lesser wife. His
mother is also of loose morals. Moreover she is reputed to be kleptomaniac.
You should not consider a man coming from such shady family backgoround

to be your husband. Do you understand?”
Mother Daw Hal spoke at length.

The poor Thein Thein bowed her head and listened in silence. She



could not understand why such a furor had to occur simply because of a love

letter.
Daw Khin Khin used a more conciliatory tactic.

“Thein Thein , my young girl. Listen carefully to what | say. Just
imagine you are only sixteen yet. There’s ample time ahead of you to marry.
The earlier you marry the earlier you’ll be inviting trouble. In my case | had to
face troubles beyond imagination. Parents from both sides had forsaken us
because we eloped at a very early age. Im fact for a girl it’s quits natural to
fall in love with a boy . But you must weigh the consequences of such an
involvement . There’s nothing to complain against this young man Ngwe Oh.
The only worry on our part is that we don’t want to see you mixed in prverty.
It you marry a poor man you will surely be poor. There’s no doubt about it.
So don’t be foolhardy . Think very carefully before you decide. Do be

reasonable. Will you?”

The young maid bit her finger nails as she listened to Daw Khin
Khin’s admonitions . Which seemed quite convincing. She had even

momentarily forgotten Ngwe Oh’s piercing eyes and persuasive talk.

Teacher Daw Aye Aye Nyein employed a new tactic. She did not
chastise the maid, but waited continuously for about ten days in the kitchen .
She knew that Ngwe On used to supply water in the kitchen at about five in
the evening when the maid was invariably there doing the house work. Daw
Aye Aye Nyein timed her presence at that precise moment to meet both Ngwe

Oh and the maid.



“On! You are here already to supply watereh?” Teacher Aye

accosted the water - seller as he entered the kitchen one day.
“Yes Ma Ma Aye” replied Ngwe Oh respectfully.

“Let ma ask you, if you don’t mind. How much do you earn one

day out of delivering water?”

“My income is not regular. Normally | earn between five to ten
hundred kyats depending On the demand from the customers. In the rainy

season | earn only about two or three hundred kyats.”

Assuming good faith from Teacher Aye , Ngwe Oh answered with

honesty.
“Hey, you income is so little. | thought you earn more than that.”

“Well , If | own the water cart | can easily fetch that income.

Presently | have to hair the cart at hundred kyats a day.”

“Oh!my...... you don’t even have a card ot your own. What a

pity”, remarked Teacher Aye with a sneer.

The water seller was at first secretly overjoyed by such kind
attention from the lady of the house. The last remark came as a shock,
severely shaking the very foundation of his existence. There’s no way he
could prolong his stay any further. He bowed his head, passed a furtive

glance at the maid and sneaked hastily out of the danger zone.

Teacher Aye timed her presence for the second meet , and

another sortie of questions , saucily insinuations ensued.



“Hey Ngwe oh, nice to meet you again. Let mae ask you

something. Did your father support you for the household fare?”

“Yes , Ma Ma, once in a while if | may say so. You see he has taken

another wife and has three children and can barely support us.
“Aha ..... and you have five brothers and sisters....”
“Yes , Ma Ma.”

“What a burden on you, as the only bread - winner for such a big

family!”

“True. My younger sister Htwe Htwe has to sell doughnuts at the
morning market. She netted a daily profit of five to six hundred kyats, but it

was used up buying clothes to keep up with the jones, you see.”

“Oh, | see. Keep a good watch on her. You have to work so hard to
make ends meet. If she were to fall for a poor man it will be like jumping out
of the frying pan into the fire. Find at least some who can look after her,like a

clerk in the government office.”

Ngwe Oh winced in discomfiture. Though lacking in proper school
education he could fully detect the underlying message between the lines .
He was already twenty years of age. Mature enough to understand such
nuances. This time he didn’t dare even to glance at the maid, but left

hurriedly.

Teacher Aye glanced condescendingly at the maid, flushed with

recent victory over the young water-seller.



The last encounter was when Thein Thein was washing the
mosquito net near the water tank adjacent to the kitchen, and teacher Aye
was helping her. It was her habit to help the maid because she had a liking

on her. Time was eight o’clock in the morning .

“Hay Ngwe Oh. Do you come to fill the water? Why didn’t you

come last evening?” queried Teacher Aye.

“Oh, my youngers brother was down with high fever and | had to
keep close watch the whole night. His fever subsided only in the morning.
Sister Htwe was also away on a business trip. | was so much strapped up thet

| did no know what to do.

Ngwe Oh looked pale and haggard due to worry and a sleepless
night. The teacher instinct overcome her inherent disdain over the boy who

made passes at the maid.

“you should go tl doctor. | think Dr. Khin Phyu Sin is a good G.P as
far as | know,” She spoke with sympathy.

“Yes Ma Ma Aye | intend to go her today and that’s precisely why |
came to you this morning. May | plase borrow three thousand kyats. | will

repay when my mother returns.”

“No problem Ngwe Oh. Hay Thein Thein go and fetch three

thousand kyats, from my wallet.”

Teacher Aye commanded the maid . The latter needed no second

prompting as she sped to carry out the mission.



“Here is the money you need. Take good care of your brother. By

the way what’s all the red spots on your arms?”

Teacher Aye handed over the money to Ngwe Oh when she

inadvertently saw the red spots which prompted her to question so.
“Oh ... it’s due to mosquits bites Ma Ma.” Was hi impromptu reply.

“ By jove, why do you have to expose yourself. Don’t you tug your
mosquito net well. If there is some tear in the netting tell you sister Htwe

Htwe to sew it. Such bites can cause malaria fever. You know.”

Ngwe Oh listened silently till she finished talking. Then he replied

in barely audible subdued tone.

“There is no extra net in th house, not even a tatterrd one. The
one and only net was taken away by mother. | have to wrap up my brother

with my extra longyi.”
His tone was echoed in despair and frustration.

So Saying Ngwe Oh took leave pushing his nosiy decrepit water

cart.

Teacher Aye gazed at the departing Ngwe Oh and turned to look

at the maid, she was rinsing her mosquito net with indgo blue.

“Eh ..... now she is fully aware how poor is Ngwe Oh. | hope she
will not be so follhardy.” She muttered to herself as she reveled in her recent

victory over Ngwe Oh.



Early next morning at six am.

When Teacher Aye woke up, maid Thein Thein was nowhere to be
found . Her bed was neatly spread as usual. She used to be awake and
working by five-thirty every morning. Her bed was also spic and span always.
That’s the reason why she could sleep in the same room with Teacher Aye

who was no less meticulously clean and tidy.

She glanced at the maid’s bed and sensed something was amiss.
It seemed that the bed was neater than usual, but something that should be
there was no there . With a wavering mind she took three or four steps

towards the maid’s bed.
“Alors”

When she reached by the bedside she saw what she didn’t see
before from a distance. Placed visibly on the pillows were the gold earrings,
the ring and the gold chain given to the maid to adorn herself. There was also

a folded letter.

She understood the full purport of the situation , as crystal clear
as daylight, with clenched teeth she read the letter. The last sentence seemed

to taunt her most so much as shake her composure.

“I have taken away only the mosquito net,leaving everything you

have given me.”



Then, only then did she realize that the missing item in the maid’s
bed was none other than the mosquito net. It was a typical manifestation of a

boomerang effect where the hitter was hit, and the biter bit.

All the axmonitions intended to dissuade the maid from falling
love for the water seller, and specially the mosquito net incedent had pushed
her quickly into his loving clasp.

Teacher Aye could do nothing more than to moan disconcertingly.

Translated by Ba Than
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